Acute myocardial infarction spurred by myopericarditis in a young female patient: Coxsackie B2 to blame.
Myocardial virus infection may mimic but also trigger acute myocardial infarction.The present paper reports an exceedingly rare presentation of an acute myocardial infarction in a very young female associated with Coxsackie B2 virus infection. A 17-year-old woman with no prior medical history presented to the Cardiac Intensive Care unit with chest pain, ST segment elevation and increased cardiac troponin with pericardial effusion one week after experiencing febrile viral gastroenteritis. Given the age and health of the patient, myocarditis was initially presumed. Coronary angiography and cardiac magnetic resonance imaging studies, however, demonstrated an acute posterior myocardial infarction related to a right coronary artery thrombosis. Serological studies disclosed a concurrent Coxsackie B2 virus infection. The patient made a successful recovery with subsequent minor left ventricular dysfunction at long-term follow-up. Coxsackie B2 myocarditis might have triggered a coronary artery spasm and subsequent thrombosis.